

The meeting -.'took place Nov. 9, 19^^a;'^^enational house.:.of;‘;^mbia University 

at 5:30 Tbs' meeting was arrange^ the telephone,,. At 6 j. 5>30 the 'b^b 

>.,b_.bb . •<=}' ■■ b^ b^vb 

subject wan" waiting for me in the in as a guest 'and \vb went .^into the ;.bbb{ 

living room of the I. house. There we sat . dotm nnd il started to ask him about 1 the exchar® 

. ' ,.b. bS&fbbbb-b ?••... v. , .<■■■ '’-bibb'* 'btf . " , -, v --- 1 -'bbb:Kb *?&., 

. program*;;': v • .b i . • .'• ...-bib. -'b b" b- v .'. >; "• ••„•:••'< •*.//= 

1,' I asked the subject if he applied'. to be a. exchange student or was he, -selected by his : . 

govexhment Ito^ go -'ip school in the U,S* >!“• said th at he applied to study in' the U.S. and v ' - ; 

• wab ’grdjhtedl^ by '-’-the.. American .'.and-; -$?yi et govt* ’He -.said- that as a student of 

economy ha very fortunate to sl^udy in, tb» I asked him how he would compare Colum->>: 

bia University to Erevan (his home ■ university) Ho 3ai d that Columbia, is a much bigger «T b 

' y “'i’-'i . '-• ; : b: ;v ;'‘b . bb bb • v; . : - 

school and that is a big e:qjeriance tq stucjy here* I asked him what he tought of the U.S. b 

M* ; said- t^ty ho has been here only two months and , cannot make up his-' mind about the county 

yet. fie -said that there are gocAd and bad pdirits'’but that affcer six months he will be able b 

v.: ,. ; -b.b ^ * ' ■ • ;; ■Ml'-]' ,b.'b b:b . n-b.&w 

• to tell me more of his impressions of : ^eii^oao : /I . asked him if he w||&ed -,to; bring his ’ bib./: 
wife and children over to show them ; ,^he ; c0T^t^, he said that he had neyer thought of it 

v’ • ; ' ■' 7‘- \ ; > V : "ip 'Vi:-" 

> hut he' added that bis children are to small- to hee' the dif f erenc e in Aaarabhbhhd ths t i t ib|:b 
: b- . / - ' " ' ' : b . . :• I - bvY??i; : 

do. them np 'good, to show, then America, b’ 

b ' y : .; • • ‘pjV ’ " b • f v.' ^ ■ ■ . ."*.■■ .v”'' ^^Vi’ V. : V;:;X;-A^’'5 

: S* :about the food in Amerioa and how it conqpares to the USSR he said that - ’ 

: the fo od ip: America is very gop^d hut' the prices are very high, I asked him about ' • b 

living quarters in the U.S. ana if he. had .seen any. He said that he was invited to the V . 
homes of Armenian. families liviaig in: the states, and said ttrat • their. ' apartments; are not . .b^b 
exceptional, ana t sa o the rent „is too much, ^He. said, that in the USSH-thb rent -is very low "3. 
and that th^ere is. a problem of houfeing^orLyt because all the people want, an apartment • 

■'• tdr free. He said that if they were ; to resqvt- to American .methods it" ivould not solve the bib 
; problem,. .by ’b V -b . - bb;" , • b •. • • : bifbiMb ' • /bb 

3. I asked him about his ambition aftet;he -'leayesbthe U.S. what he plans to do in the • ' bb 
,. US|R. h T e said .that he plans' to teach '^;Erevaa" UhL^versity ,right now he is : a aspirant bb -; 
.. he i \-d.ll try. to become a candidate, I asked., him.. about, hi s courses of study , he said that -/b 

• he is studying American labor unions^ and the relations of labor to management. I asked abv-b 

ou« tejrt. books, he said that they cost ^o^^iM^. .money and he cannot afford to as many 

:• ■■ f::'. bb.'b-' ' b "b"' ,r ' 
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as he wants., I asked, him ho\; much money' he. rocievds' a .if^th.t££om' the govt, said 170 4 
' I .a sked : hiia/thi s was', enough, ho said not at all> in the /USSR, the students recieve 110 rbl . 
par month and that this was vary gcod.and lasted them for all their books, and' pther e.cpen- 
ces.. lie . said that books ..in th. e USSR cost much less than in the U.S. arid that: after a 
school year ' a student returning home from the USSR can bring back a. library. >1 sard thatii 
in' the U.. 3. a -person can buy good used books, or very good paperbacks., very e|i;eap » He 
asked me. uhat : I plan to do when. I finish college.,' I said that A plan to teach 'Soviet histo 
ry. . . He . said that I have to visij;. the USSR mad see the bounty first -hand. I said that fhfe 
is cne of my anibitions and that some day X. want to study in Kiev. M. said that Kiev is . 
a very .bdhoiful’. city .and that it . renindf hire very kvuch. of Erevan. . 


4. Id; asked. ;Mrii' what he tought of . the;. changes ' ’in... tfcu-e --Govt', of the USSR, he said' that the 
change's were for the, better, : and he believes that the -now govt, vail .work', for peace. I 
.-asked’ hlo/-tfhy i ‘ I^u^tfhev. was deposed of power. M* said th>ht because of ' his internal pol- 
icies, 1 asked him. to elaborate on this statement, he said that his . handling of the- 
. agricultural , and industrial problems were not what they were supposed to bo* I asked him 
about .the attaok pn Khruschev in.Pravda, he said tloat this was true, Khruscnov took on too 
many problems with out bei/fig capable to handl-'e them. I asked 1-1. about the. place of K« 
in the himstoryof the- USSR, I said that in.-iay readings On Soyiey History Khruschcv was 
credited '.with the liberation of Kiev from the Germans. I sail'd that in the. latest, issues 
of Soviet Ukrainian newspapers where there, was a celebration of the liberation of Ukraine 
from. Gcrroa n y Khruschevs name was not . even mentioned. I. asked him for an e:cplaination. He 
,said. that this was one, of t.tu'e mistakes of Khruscloev. M. sa<f>d that K. was not really 
. responsible, for the liberation of Kiev, but -that he twisted history around. J asked him 
.if this was a f o, rm of a personality cult Ofl laar^schov. He was very vauge: on t'the answer, 
ar.d said, that ICnrusehev could, nojt be^.qoi^ared^^ I asked him if there was ary . 

' gaisrantco that the same thing would not happeh agai n during tb/e regime of Lrezraev amc , 
Kosigin. K. .:said that this was impossible because with Leninist collective .leadership. 

«he formation of a personality cult is impossible. I. asked him about the beginning of ;■ /' 

khruschevs leadership and said .thqt ; an attempt to- install collective 




vLlnmr 



, ... .... , v. muw uiiQTi after a few years this failed and Khruschev deposed Bulgt 

ganin and took all. the power in his ovro hands. , M. said that tivds tine there was an 
anti-party group in the leadership that wanted to use Stalinist net hods in governing 
the USSR. ' I asked him what happened to them, M. sai dythat they are alive, ; and living .... 'I' 
better 'than I an right nov. I asked him about |he. whereabouts of Khruschev now and he 
said that he does not know. >' ■ •. V- ' r'-" 

5, I asked: him about the role of the Russdlsm people in the USSR, and what^pie temo - 
Soviet peopl-e meant, and is it identical: with: Russian, He said that it. is not identical 
at all, the Soviet Union is formed bf l^ bitither, republics each one equal to the other# 

I told h~m that some of ny friends were in Kiev this past summer and said that the pre- 
dominant- language spoken is Russian. M» , seemed, to get mad at this and said that my friends 
were; li. eing. I told him that my friends had no reason to lie, th-ey wanted to see and 
hear people speak Ukrainian and were dissapoinfced. M. di.-d not ..answer to this. Ke said 

. that right nov in the USSR the leader of the party is a Ukrainian, and that most of the 
members of;.: tlve presidium were Ukrainians* I told him that this is not true, ".he di^dnt 
argue vmth me. on this point, M. said that Mikoyan is Armenian and that his sons married 
Armenian girls, but he was also a Soviet citizen, ’ 

After these talks I asked hin if he had eaten, he said no and ye went into the cafeteria 
and ord/ored dinner, ■ '• yV. ' .gt./ 

6. At dinner I met a student from Czechoslovakia his name was Andriy, he was from Bratis- 
lav, studying Bussi-mess, A. cpiahe Russian, ahd said that he understood Ukrainian, bt| 
could noy speak it. At the table M. and A. spoke about their weekend, M, said that last 
weekend : he ; was at the Soviet embassy .to oelelarltte the October revolution, he said that on 
Saturday they had a party. I started to talk; to A. and asked him- about life in Csechoslo- 

. vakia. He said that he wants to teach, bus sine ss when he returns. He said that in a Commun- 
ist, society. American methods can be used. A*, asked me if I ev/2£r heard of Bohdan Khamb ytsfr 
I . savd yes, he . asked no what . I i^gh v t:'b^ told . him tha& X ’know about Khenlnyt sky,. ; 

from history, X said;tht Khmel. - signe<S®f^li^Mvsky treaty with Russia. an..-d made, 

■ ..I ,.-k . \ -• ■■■ . ■ /- ,; r 7 




Ukraine a part ofl Russia, but I • sea^;§^ . cannot be held as excuse for 





calling Ukrai. ne a part of Russia,, l' s^'thaf - a mi^tary 'treaty, never Utads a nation 
to become a part of another hatlpn^ nor M. had any comment. i:|sked A. what J® 

ho to^ht : of the chaiyge in the Kremlin. He. aaid^ that he considered the changes for the 
better, but said that Xhruschev visited Czechoslovakia not to long ago, and. that there is 
much emotional- attachment to Khruschev, and he cannot say what tho people-will think of 
the changes. During tlve corcv-ersation,. A. seeaaed.not at ease with the presence of M* I 
asked- A. how come he came to the;U.S. to.rstady, he said that ho wanted to; study In the 
USSR, but' was not accepted, he commented that It was easier to study in the' U.S. than in 
the USSR* M« •' asked me why the Russian institute in Columbia University, is called the . 
Russian Institute, and not the Institute for Soviet Union Studies. I told . him that I 
dont know, I said that it is the main fault; in the USSR that because of the policy of 
drawing together of nations, which is another name fof Russification, suoh mistakes are 
made. I said that if the USSR tried to convince the west that.it a is a Xfeion, anr | nojt say 
that if -is Rus sia^, • t he mi scone 6ptio<^^h’ v^hfd chailge . M. started to argue that the fault 
lies in the west, and the USSR cannot change this situation, I said tfc-at tho deliberate ; 
policy, of Russification in the Ukraine is; very evident, I mentioned the fact that in the 
bigger cities, there are newspapers in I^sian and. Ukrainian, an,-d that usually the cir- 
culation of th^e Russian paper is greater* M* did not answer this, he said,; that the Russisi 
language is the language that unites all. the republics into a Soviet Union, and that it is 
very practical to be able to go to ^eMa/ : ^for a Russian ■ and to be able to understand • 
other people. I said that this does hot excuse the policy of Russification* 'i At this point 
we finished eating and went upstairs Ih thre .lo'fcy. I promised M. that I would find him 
some good books on labor, and - a few, booklets; and/gi^ve them to him soon, he was very pleaSl 
ed and w;a parted. 
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